#0                          JEAN SIBELIUS.

I had become resigned and had realised that my
real call was in another direction."

A special group was formed by the young
musical friends, with whom Sibelius played chamber
music.

" I played chamber music as often as I had a
chance, and the repertory included my own com-
positions. My usual fellow-musicians were
Theodore Spiering, later a conductor in America,
Klingenberg, the pianist, and Fini Henriques, the
Danish composer, who remains a close friend of
mine to this day. Henriques had in his qualifica-
tions and adaptiveness all that I lacked. I thought
I discerned something quite uncommon in him, he
seemed to me to be a new Mozart/'

At any rate Sibelius was modest in his youth !

During the gay meetings of this circle there was
once a temporary depression owing to the non-
arrival of remittances from home. Sibelius and
Henriques discovered a simple method of solving
the difficulty. They went to a variety show,
introduced themselves to the manager as famous
musicians from Finland and Denmark and offered
to give a performance. The occasion came oft",
the two celebrities performed with great success,
received twenty Reichsmarks as their fee and an
offer of a fortnight's engagement at a " princely "
salary. The offer was tempting, but it was not
necessary to accept it, because relief was forth-